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beth, and resumed his seat to the respectful applause,
which upon such occasions has more reference to cricket
or pugilism than to successful elocution. That term he
carved his name on a corner panel in the Fourth Form
Room and left, a few months before the austere arrival
of a blue-eyed boy named Peel.

Emerging from Harrow at sixteen with a pleasant smile
and limited classical attainments, he seemed to have escaped
from both horns of that angry dilemma which prescribed
that private schools make poor creatures and public schools
sad dogs. But in 1800 the next stage of a gentleman's
education presented special difficulties, since the Grand
Tour was sadly interrupted by the Great War. Although
the Mintos, impressed by his " good sense and good humour,"
had invited him to the Embassy at Vienna, the Continent
was almost closed to young travellers in pursuit of learning,
For the French roads were obstructed by the republican
excesses of Buonaparte's egregious followers, Italy was a
tangle of new republics with trying classical names; the
groves of Bipontinum were offended by the impending
tricolour; and even Leyden, haunt of elusive jurisprudence,
lay in the highly questionable jurisdiction of a Batavian
Republic. In this predicament aspiring students were
confined to the British Isles; and Scottish ingenuity had
evolved a fair substitute for foreign travel. Learning,
profundity, slightly incomprehensible sages, and a suffi-
cient difference of language to try the young enquirer
were to be found in Edinburgh; and English students
flocked to its University before entering their own. To
this seat of learning the Palmerstons next exiled their
son and lodged him with Professor Stewart. There, for
four hundred pounds a year, he enjoyed the conversation
of a mathematical philosopher and his agreeable wife.
This lady, who was slightly inclined to gush over the
resident pupils, corrected her husband's lectures, wrote
verse, and (as became a poetess) was afflicted with per-
petual headaches. Her mate, whom a daring addiction
to French philosophy endeared to the Whigs and a monu-